POLICE AND FIRE GAMES
RULES & SPECIFICATIONS

MOUNTED POLICE

GUIDING BODIES:

Police and Fire Games Mounted Division Rules

American Horse Shows Association Rules

National Barrel Horse Association Rules

EVENTS:

This competition is offered to individuals who compete as a group in the various classes with no age or sex categories.  A team class is the competition between departments.

Classes of competition:

Inspection


Judged on the professionalism of both Officer and Mount

Equitation
Horse and rider either English or Western style at the walk, trot, canter, back up and pattern.

Obstacles - Day & Night
Judged on the horse's ability to maneuver through obstacles

Dressage
The course will be up to a level one test two Dressage Test.  Pattern will be at the judges design.  Course will be designed and judged by the same person using the Dressage criteria.

Jumping
The course will be at least 8 – 10 jumps no higher than 30 inches.  Will have a combination of X’s and Bars.  Faults for knock down only.  Clean round with best time.

Barrel Race


Using a standard three barrel clover leaf course – Best time

Gymkana
Horse and rider will encounter several tasks to be completed – Best time

Team Ride
The department group of 5 members ride a formation.  Judging will be on unity, appearance, professionalism, command presence and execution of formation.  The judge will have knowledge of formations and there uses as performed in police work

COMPETITION DURATION:
A total of three days is needed for all the classes.  Competition starts at 9:00am the first day with Inspection class. 9:00am to 4:00pm each day and 8pm to 10pm on the second day of competition for night obstacles.

GENERAL RULES:

1.
All spectators, including those with including those with cameras and video equipment must remain outside the competition area unless instructed otherwise by the Show Manager.

2.
The Florida Police and Fire Games, the hosting facility or any person(s) involved in sponsoring, hosting or judging this competition will not be liable for any accident, loss, damage or injury that may occur to any competitor, horse, groom, individual or spectator sustained while at the Florida Police and Fire Games.  This shall be incorporated as a condition of entry or admittance to the competition.

3.
Out-of-State Competitors:  The State of Florida requires a negative Coggins Certificate which is dated within six (6) months & an health certificate issued by a licensed veterinarian with 30 days of entry or exit from State of Florida.  All Florida Competitors are required to present a negative Florida Coggins certificate dated within one (1) year.  All Coggins Certificates will be inspected before any horse is unloaded at the competition facility.  At this time all competitors will sign a “Hold Harmless” agreement with the St. Lucie County Fairgrounds.

4.
The Florida Police and Fire Games reserves the right to have a Veterinarian make random blood tests for drugs or medication.  If any horse competing is using medication, the rider is required to notify the sport coordinator before the competition begins.  All current rules of the A.H.S.A. relating to drugs and medication will be enforced.  It will be the responsibility of the sport coordinator to decide if blood is to be tested.  The manager’s decision will be final, a refusal will automatically disqualify horse and rider.

5.
The Florida Police and Fire Games Competition Committee reserves the right of declining to receive any exhibitor and/or horse for participation as well as the right to order from the show grounds any competitor, horse or groom for any of the following reasons without penalty of compensation:


a.
Any act of discourtesy to the judges or event officials.


b.
Any excessive act of abuse to a horse.


c.
Willful destruction of private property.


d.
Willful disregard for these rules, regulations and instructions.

6.
Any deviation of the instructions given by the judge to a competitor will result in loss of points.

7.
This competition is open to all certified Police Officers and Guests:

a.   Certified:
Any police officer certified by the State of Florida Commission on Criminal Justice Standards.

b.  Guest Rider:  Non-certified guest riding for a police agency including out of     State Police Officers.

NOTE:     Only certified competitors may earn points for a Florida Law Enforcement

                 Agency.

8.
After the start of this competition no one is permitted to approach the judge at any time for any reason.  In the event of a protest or question concerning this competition, same will be addressed to the Sport Coordinator who will decide what action, if any, is warranted.

9.
All competitors are required to wear complete Class A or B (usual work or dress) uniforms-including work leather for the Inspection Class only.  Complete uniforms are optional for the other classes, however some type of uniform shirt is required for agency identification and professionalism as spectators and the newsmedia are usually present.

10.
While competing in all riding events, all riders are required to wear SEI/ASTM riding helmets.  THERE WILL BE NO EXCEPTIONS TO THIS RULE!

11.
No horse will compete with any device used to restrict vision, muffle sound or under the influence of any drug, which would improve performance or allow them to gain an unfair advantage over other competitors.

12.
Prior to the start of the competition, the rider has the right to walk the Obstacle Course on foot, without horse.  Each rider may inspect any and all obstacles for safety.  If a rider discovers any obstacle or condition that is felt to be unsafe, it is their responsibility to notify the Sport Coordinator before the competition begins and to request that a decision be rendered at that time.  The Sport Coordinator has the right to consult with the Judges or other person(s) prior to revealing his decision.

13.
If more than one competitor uses the same horse for the competition, only one rider may accumulate points.  The Sport Coordinator must be notified before the start of the competition begins regarding which rider will be competing for points.  Failure to make the aforementioned notification will result in neither rider being allowed to accrue points.

14.        To compete for medals and departmental points, a competitor must use the same horse in EVERY class he/she competes in:  Inspection, Equitation, Obstacles, Jumping, Dressage, Barrel Race and Gymhkana.  The only exception to this rule would be the use of a different horse for the TEAM RIDE, as the points earned are not counted when high Point Rider Medals are determined.

15.
It is the responsibility of each competitor to be punctual and report to their designated competition area ten (10) minutes prior to the assigned time for their class to begin.  If a competitor is late for a class it will constitute an automatic withdrawal from said class.  Re-entry into a class is at the discretion of the Sport Coordinator and results in 

the rider forfeiting his/her original appearance position and being allowed to compete only after the last rider has completed his/her ride.

16.
In the event of a tie score, the judge will so advise and a ride-off will follow.  There will be no deviations from the instructions given by the judge during the ride-off and failure on the part of a participating competitor to comply will result in points being deducted.  The exception to this rule would be if a certified police officer and a guest had tie scores there will not be a ride off.  Each group will receive three medals in every class.

17.        Each rider must have nine (9) copies of their current negative Coggins to be used as a gate pass for each event.  Every competitor shall wear the wristband issued by the FLEG to enter the event and must be registered before entering the first class.

18.        Horses must walk, trot and canter in the events that call for these movements

19. 
Riders can only point on one horse; a second horse can be ridded but only as schooling.  The first horse ridden will be the one to accumulate points.

20.
All horses ridden during the competition need to may an entry fee (yes, schooling horses too).

